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Part Two
Özdemir, Erinç. "Power, Madness, and Gender Identity in Margaret Atwood’s Surfacing: A Feminist Reading." English Studies 84.1 (2003): 57-79.
The journal Power, Madness, and Gender Identity in Margaret Atwood's Surfacing by Erinç examines the comprehensive evaluation of modern Western culture concerning power, gender identity, and madness. Erinç expounds that Atwood has never described herself as a feminist writer and that her writing offers criticism against feminist because it is all about female experience and understanding in Western society from a particularly female point of view. In his journal, Erinç purports that power, gender identity, and madness appear as the central themes and concerns in Atwood's novel Surfacing. In her novel, Atwood explains power as the extent to which matters of gender are seen as basic determinants in the society and madness as the gap where rules supporting power and gender identity subside and are thus undermined. Nevertheless, Atwood's thoughts display participation in power structure often requires the internalization of ideas and opinions that support that structure. 
Showalter defines gender as sexual identity in terms of psychological, social, and cultural construct imposed on biologically gained sex. Atwood, in Surfacing, wonders what being feminine or masculine means in a culture where separations of subject and object, culture, and nature have taken over. In her novel, Atwood criticizes Western civilization for the disconnection of man from the dominance of nature. She further criticizes man dominance over femininity and suggests for subjugation and victimization of both women and nature.
